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Editorial and Goodbye from our Secretary 
  

Dear ESVCN members, 

This is my last Newsletter as Editor. I stepped down 
from the Board as Secretary of the Society after six 

years (2016-2022), for my mandate is now over. I 
thank you all for the kind feedback, words and 

friendship that with mail exchange and through this 

newsletter meant to keep us all together. The 
marvellous aspect of serving as Secretary and as 

founding Editor of the Newsletter is the contact beyond geographical 
borders and the illusion of being closer than the distance is in reality. But 

now, I mean to hand over to the new Secretary Prof. Nicole Frost Nyquist 

and wish her all the best in this new adventure!  I will go on to contribute 
to the Newsletter as a member and once more I encourage all of you to 

do so too. Residents of the College have already welcomed my invitation 
and the knowledge corner is now on its second issue and is actually a part 

of the Newsletter. Please, come on Board and contribute to this little piece 

of history of our Society. Nicolas Galinelli of the editorial board is now in 
need of helping hands! The new Secretary will surely too! But once again, 

your contributions will make the Newsletter grow further. 

From the University of Sassari where I work 
And from my heart, 

 
Enjoy the reading! 

Best wishes, 

Maria Grazia Cappai    
Former Secretary ESVCN                
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Opening Message from our President  
by Britta Dobenecker  

Dear colleagues and friends, ESVCN members and 
Society sponsors 
 
The year 2022 was special for us – finally we were allowed to travel again, to 

proceed with collaborations and to have our annual congress again as actual 
live meeting. Not knowing during the planning phase how many attendees will 

be able and willing to travel to Switzerland for the congress despite still existing (or possible new) 

issues and restrictions, forced the local organising team and the board to take some risks. It was 
good to experience that it played out so well and a rather large number of congress participants 

made the 26th ESVCN Congress a success. I so enjoyed seeing everybody again and relished to 
hear and read what new research results were available during talks and poster presentations as 

well as the ice breaker, coffee breaks, and gala dinner. I definitely hope it was the same for you!  

 
Something else to look forward to is this 5th newsletter – I hope you enjoy reading it. I also want 

to use the opportunity to invite you to give your input to one of the future issues by writing about 

your institution, your lab or some news of interest to the members. You are also very welcome to 
help populate our homepage: please send the information and links of publications based on 

ESVCN presentations or your case reports. You might also already consider helping our speciality 
to gain more recognition by considering to present your work at the next ECVIM that takes place 

in the beautiful city of Barcelona, abstract submission will open in early spring 2023. Remember it 

is possible to present the same topic for both the ECVIM and the ESVCN congress. 
 

My term as president will end this year but I am glad that I will be part of the society board for 
another three years as past president. During all these years, I have witnessed the society 

developing into an increasingly professional organisation with a huge number of committed 

colleagues, serving in committees, organising congresses, and investing their precious time and 
knowledge to promote the society and therefore our discipline. I am proud being a part of this 

community. With this, I also want to hand over to our next president, Aulus Carciofi, and wish 

him a successful presidency. Aulus, I offer you my assistance whenever required - as past 
president and subsequently. Hope to see you all again soon, take 

care and stay healthy, Britta 

 

2023 – into a new Year and Board 
by Aulus Carciofi

Dear colleagues of ESVCN, last September was 

so nice for me, and for our society! It made me 
remember the importance to acknowledge and 

thank so many people that worked hard and 

with so much dedication and care to organize 
again our ‘live’ congress. Thanks to everyone 

who worked on the organizing committee, who 

stimulated colleagues to come, who was there 
with smiles, shaking hands, and with good 

scientific discussions. That is what keeps our 
society alive! Dear Britta, luckily you are not 

going, as you will continue mentoring us in the 

board, which makes me feel supported.  
Pat, Maria, and Ronald, we had the chance to 

develop a good friendship during these years, 

and I’m sure 

we will keep 
working 

together, 

connected by the growth of our society. Thank 
you so much for your dedication, enthusiasm, 

and contributions! I am also very happy to 

welcome our three new Board members, 
Jürgen, Wendy and Nicole – together we will 

help support the future of ESVCN. For next 
year Bem vindo a Portugal!  I count on 

everyone's participation and thank you for the 

opportunity to be your President for the next 3 
years. I feel honoured and hope to collaborate 

with all of you.  Best Regards, Aulus  
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Board News 2022  

 
The ESVCN 2019-2022 Board came together once 

more in person in Basel 2022 (after 2 years of 
virtual ‘boarding’). 

 

It was fantastic to see everyone again and be 
able to shake hands and have the occasional 

hug, albeit the continued threat from the virus. 
 

Important news at 

this year’s AGM were 
the launch of the new 

ESVCN Seed Fund 
Grant to support the 

time and background 

research required to 
write in depth Research Funding Applications 

for external funding bodies. This was an 

initiative led by Britta Dobenecker and Pat 
Harris which the ESVCN can support through 

our excellent backing from members and 
sponsors. This really links into the main aim of 

our society to bring together scientists for the 

dissemination and support of knowledge in 
veterinary and comparative nutrition. Please go 

to the webpages and find out more about this 
opportunity and how to apply. The first 

deadline for Applications to be considered will 

be the 31st of January.   
 

Another milestone this year was the first 

President’s Lunch, held on the first day of the 
Congress. ESVCN Presidents spend 9 years on 

the Board (3 as Vice President, 3 as President  
 

 

and 3 as Past President) and gather a huge 
amount of experience during this time. The 

Board of 2019-2022 decided that it would be 

very good for the Society to bring former 
ESVCN Presidents together once a year to 

discuss future strategies and issues. Therefore 

invitations went out to all past presidents to 
enjoy a little private lunch on the first day of 

the Congress to discuss Society development 
matters. 
 

 
Current and Past President’s Lunch (left to right): Ellen 

Kienzle, Aulus Carciofi, Britta Dobenecker, Pat Harris, 

Christine Iben, Geert Janssens 

 

Board Rotation Year 
This was an ‘all change year’ for the board as 

the mandate was running out for most board 

members.  So, new board member candidates 
were presented to the society members at 

AGM, and these were unanimously accepted 
after a vote for each.  First of all, Prof. Pat 

Harris, after 9 long years on the Board was 

thanked for her massive input and leadership. 
Our current president Dr. Britta Dobenecker 

will now take over her role as Past-President 
from end of 2022.  This meant we need a new 

vice-President and Prof. Jürgen Zentek was 

approved in this role to support our new 
President Prof. Aulus Carciofi. After 6 years of 

service to the board our treasurer Dr Ronald 

Corbee and our Secretary Prof. Maria Grazia 
Cappai laid down their mandate to hand over 

to new Board members: Treasurer will be Dr. 
Wendy Wambacq and Secretary will be Dr. 

Nicole Frost Nyquist. The new Board of the 

ESVCN for the next three years will be:

The ESVCN Board 2019-2022:  

President: Britta Dobenecker.  
Vice-President: Aulus Carciofi 

Secretary: Maria Grazia Cappai 

Treasurer: Ronald J Corbee  
Past President: Pat Harris 

 

The ESVCN Board 2023-2025:  

President: Aulus Carciofi 
Vice-President: Jürgen Zentek 

Secretary: Nicole Frost Nyquist 
Treasurer: Wendy Wambacq 

Past President: Britta Dobenecker  

 

https://esvcn.org/opportunities/esvcn-research-support-seed-fund-grant
https://esvcn.org/opportunities/esvcn-research-support-seed-fund-grant
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Goodbyes from the Board  
 

Goodbye but see you soon from our Past President 2019-2022 
by Pat Harris 

Farewell but not goodbye: I would like to take this opportunity to thank the various 
members of the ESVCN and ECVCN boards that I have worked closely with over the last 

9 years (which have gone so quickly) as well as all of the 
ESVCN members and congress delegates that have supported 
ESVCN during my very enjoyable time on the board. When 

asked I  say that I am a veterinarian by training and a 
nutritionist by choice (and passion!) and  I really believe that 

we can and do make a difference,  to both animals and the 
humans that work with, and rely on, them, through 

nutritional  support and advice based on scientific knowledge 
and clinical experience. I look forward to continuing to be 

involved with ESVCN and wish the new board members the very 
best in their new roles. 

All my best, Pat 
 
 

Goodbye for now but see you soon from our treasured Treasurer  
by Ronald Corbee 

Dear members, because of the 3-yearly rotations we have 

on the board, and because we want to welcome new 
people on the board, it is now my time to step down after 

being your treasurer for 6 years. Personally, I have 
learned a lot by being a board member. It has changed 

myself as a person, as I am now more diplomatic then I 
used to be. It was also very nice to experience cultural 

differences between the countries that we come from. The 
society will have a great future, as we have a very 

interesting field of research, and because we are a 
wonderful group of people (colleagues and friends). The 
ones that say goodbye, but not farewell will leave you in 

the good hands of our new board members, and I wish 
them all the best.  

I want to thank all of you for your support and hope to see you all in Vila Real next year! 
Kind regards, Ronald 

 
 

to Maria Grazia Cappai 

We also wish our Secretary a warm good-bye from 
the board but no doubt she will remain an invaluable 

member to the Society 
Maria has said her good byes on page 1 in the Editorial 
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Introductions to the Board 

Introducing our new Vice-President 
by Jürgen Zentek 

Dear colleagues, I am very happy and proud to now be part of a 
great team that will continue to develop the success path of our 

ESVCN. I am more than happy that we can deepen our personal 
contacts in the coming years. Veterinary nutrition is an increasingly 

important scientific field, let's develop it together with all facettes 

and make it a forward-looking and attractive field of work for young 
veterinarians. Together we will manage to do that.  

 
Best regards, Jürgen 

 

Introducing our new Treasurer 
by Wendy Wambacq 

Dear members of the ESVCN,  

I feel truly honored to have been appointed the position of 
treasurer and look forward to serving the society. Let me quickly 

introduce myself: I graduated as a veterinarian in 2011 and am a 
ECVCN diplomate since 2017. I obtained a PhD degree in 2021 and 

currently work as a veterinarian/ senior nutritionist/ osteopath at 

Equine Care Group. I am also an academic consultant/co-
supervisor of the Ghent University ECVCN residency program. I 

look forward to joining the executive board in discussions in order 
to support the society, and will try to handle the financial affairs of the society at my best 

capacity in order to secure its continued prosperity. 

Best regards, Wendy 

Introducing our new Secretary 
by Nicole Frost Nyquist 

Dear members of the ESVCN,  
It is with pleasure and honour that I will take on the role of the secretary of 

the ESVCN. Let me introduce myself; I have my degree in veterinary 
medicine from Szent István University, Budapest, Hungary, and my PhD in 

animal nutrition from the Norwegian University of Life Sciences. Following 

five years in general clinical practice I have purely worked with animal 
nutrition in one way or the other for the past fifteen years. My professional 

life has included working as a Norwegian veterinary representative for one of 
the larger pet food companies, I have worked as the R&D manager for pig 

feed at one of Norway’s three feed companies and worked as a nutritionist and responsible for 

complementary feed for dogs and cats for a veterinary dermatological company. Since 2018 a 
have been fortunate enough to have the role of Associate Professor in animal nutrition at the 

Norwegian University of Life Sciences, Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, and as an alternative 

ECVCN resident at the University of Copenhagen. Given some room for potential exam 
preparations in the coming year, I am looking forward to being given the opportunity to support 

the Board and society by functioning as the coming secretary of the ESVCN.  
Kind regards, Nicole 
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ESVCN Congress 2022 in Basel 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
The 26th Congress of the ESVCN in Basel gathered together more than 280 people from all over 

the world. The programme included 4 excellent internationally renowned plenary speakers, 15 

sessions with 76 oral presentations and 47 poster presentations over 3 days. The social events 
were unique and enjoyable, with a private visit to the Zoo in Basel for the Icebreaker and a 

fabulous Gala Dinner Venue with excellent food and entertainment.  
 

The Local Organizing Committee was chaired by Prof. Annette 

Liesegang and included Dr. Angela Gimmel, Dr. Brigitta Wichert, 
Larissa Hafeli and Dr. Daniel Brugger and a lovely group of 

supporters from the Institute of Animal Nutrition and Dietetics, who 

worked relentlessly to make everything run smooth as ‘Suisse’ 
clockwork! The passion, effort and dedication put in by the LOC 

deserves a great thank you from all participants for the marvellous 
chance offered to meet once more face to face and let our society 

grow and thrive once again. You allowed us to join altogether once 

more, like in pre-pandemic times.  
 

Thanks for the perfect organisation, to all the contributors and 
Society members, the review committees and of course our Society 

sponsors and local sponsors who made it all possible.  

 
 

So, a big  

Thank you 

from all of us ! 
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Celebrating Award Winners from ESVCN 2022 
 
  
The prestigious over-arching ESVCN Helmut Meyer Award 

was awarded to:  

 
 
Jury: Annette Liesegang (Chair), Britta Dobenecker, Eva Maria Saliu, 

Angela Gimmel, Jürgen Zentek; Presented by: Annette Liesegang 

 

The prestigious ESVCN Josef Leibetseder Award was 

awarded to:  

 
Jury: Stefanie Handl (Chair), Geert Janssens, Anna Lourenço,  Esther 

Plantinga; Presented by: Stefanie Handl 

 

The ESVCN-Waltham Student Award was awarded to:  

 
Jury: Anne Marie Bakke (Chair), Myriam Hesta,  Ronald Corbee, Charlotte 

Bjornvad, Aulus Carciofi, Richard Butterwick, Jürgen Zentek; Presented 

by: Richard Butterwick and Anne Marie Bakke 

 

The Cat Nutrition Award was awarded to:  

Jury:  Brigitta Wichert (Chair), Anna Lourenço, Charlotte Bjornvad, Esther 

Hagen-Plantinga, Paula Wartelski Pryluk;  

Presented by: Alessandra Paroli 
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Knowledge Corner:  
Recent Research highlighted by ECVCN Residents  
Collated by Nico Galinelli 
Once again interesting articles were highlighted by the ECVCN residents. These are published 

papers on cutting edge topics which may help our readers to keep up to date on new 

acquaintances from the scientific community worldwide about animal nutrition and related 
aspects. 

 

A strict monitoring of the nutritional and microbiological quality of commercial raw 
meat-based diets is necessary 

by  Carla Giuditta Vecchiato 

Commercial raw meat-based diets (RMBDs) have received increasing attention in recent years as 

alternative diets to processed pet food, despite concerns regarding nutritional adequacy and 

microbial contamination. In this study, Vecchiato and co-authors performed a detailed 
assessment of commercial RMBDs. The results showed considerable discrepancies between 

analysed and declared nutrient content, causing deficient and/or excessive concentrations of 
protein, fat and certain minerals when compared to recommended daily allowances. RMBDs 

containing entire animal carcasses and by-products had poor microbiological quality. 

 
Further reading: 

From Nutritional Adequacy to Hygiene Quality: A Detailed Assessment of Commercial Raw Pet-
Food for Dogs and Cats. Vecchiato et al., 2022, Animals, 12, 2395. DOI 10.3390/ani12182395  

 

Comparison of canine owner profile according to food choice: an online preliminary 
survey in France. 

by  Marco Fantinati 

More people are treating dogs as family members. This reflects their increased attention towards 
their nutrition, with renewed interest for non-conventional diets. By a survey ran in France, Dr 

Fantinati and co-authors aimed to identifying differences inlifestyle between owners feeding dogs 
non-conventional diets and those feeding conventional diets. Over 400 answers were analyzed 

and the results confirmed differences in the habits of owners feeding different diets. The authors 

concluded that owners feeding non-conventional maybe more attentive to the ethological needs 
of their dogs. 

 
Further reading:  

Comparison of canine owner profile according to food choice: an online preliminary survey in 

FranceS. Hoummady, M. Fantinati, et al., BMC Veterinary Research (2022) 
18:163https://doi.org/10.1186/s12917-022-03258-9 
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What is the current knowledge about the nutritional management of pituitary pars 
intermedia dysfunction (PPID) in horses?  

by  Nicolas Galinelli 

This review paper explored the different aspects to be considered when owners and veterinarians 
are dealing with a PPID case. The specific points and the different steps to be followed depending 

on the clinical presentation of the case when the nutritional plan is designed are discussed. The 
authors included a chart with different steps necessary to be evaluated in each clinical case, such 

as instance overweight, underweight, insulin dysregulation and/or laminitis. This work also 

explored all the different dietary components and the literature supporting them for instance 
some specific minerals.  

 

Further reading: 
Nutritional considerations for the management of equine pituitary pars intermedia dysfunction.   

N Galinelli et al., (2021) Equine vet. Educ. doi: 10.1111/eve.13593 
 

Exploring the strategies for non-pharmacological treatments in canine chronic 

inflammatory enteropathy (CIE).  

by Marco Isidori 

In this review Dr. Isidori and co-authors explored some strategies for microbial manipulation in 
chronic inflammatory enteropathy, such as faecal microbiota transplantation and administration of 

pre-, pro-, syn- and postbiotics.The authors concluded that although pioneering studies have 

revealed encouraging findings regarding the use of novel treatment agents in CIE, a larger body 
of research is needed to address fully their mode of action, efficacy and safety. 

 

Further reading:  
Nonpharmacological Treatment Strategies for the Management of Canine Chronic Inflammatory 

Enteropathy—A Narrative Review. M. Isidori et al., (2022) Vet. Sci. 2022, 9(2), 37; 

https://doi.org/10.3390/vetsci9020037 

 

A case report describing individual approaches when designing a home-made diet.  

by Han Opsomer 

This case report describes the individual approach and considerations towards formulating a 
homemade diet for a patient with two comorbidities that render the advise of a commercial diet 

difficult. A detailed description of the diet, the rationale and potential caviats are given. 

 
Further reading:   

A Homemade Diet as Nutritional Support for a Dog Suffering from Chronic Pancreatitis and 

Inflammatory Bowel Disease. Opsomer, H. et al., Vet. Rec. Case Reports (2022), e355, 
doi:10.1002/VRC2.355  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

  

https://doi.org/10.3390/vetsci9020037
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You are invited !! 
 

The 27th Congress of the ESVCN will take place in Vila Real (Portugal) from the 7th till the 9th of 
September 2023 (Thursday to Saturday).  

 

The 2023 Congress will take place at the University of Trás-os-Montes and Alto Douro. The 
university campus is located in the middle of three old farms where new and old farm buildings 

are located within a beautiful and bucolic botanical garden. One of the most iconic monuments 
found on the Campus is the Espírito Santo Chapel, used as inspiration for the logo of our 

Congress. 

 
Near the University Campus along the Douro river, lies the Alto Douro Wine Region, a UNESCO 

World Heritage Site, which we highly recommend for a post-congress visit, not only for the 
breath-taking landscape but also for the outstanding quality of the wines. Taking this into 

consideration the Local organizing committee decided to organize a Post-conference tour that will 

take place on the 9th of September (Saturday), immediately after the Conference is over and will 
include a Rabelo boat river tour and a visit and dinner at the Roêda beautiful wine farm. The 

welcome reception of this year ESVCN Congress will follow the region tradition and will be held as 
a Port of Honour reception in the cloister of the former Civil Government building of Vila Real. The 

Gala Dinner is being prepared in a “magic” environment from the beginning of the 20th century 

and promises to be an extraordinary experience. 
 

Apart from our invited keynote speakers we welcome your contributions 

on comparative nutrition of farm animals, pets and wildlife. You will find 
all the updated information concerning abstract submission, deadlines 

and registration at https://esvcn.org/events/esvcn-congress-2023  
 

Ana Lourenço and Ronald Corbee 

On behalf of The ESVCN Local and Scientific Organising Committees, Vila Real 2023 

A taster of what you can expect from the half-day post Conference Tour 

Abstract Deadline – 1st March 2022 

https://esvcn.org/events/esvcn-congress-2023
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ESVCN Society Business & News 

News from the Treasurer 
by Ronald Corbee 

Dear members, our society is financially healthy as we have now achieved the proper reserve (we 

should be able to run about 1.5 years without income but with ongoing costs). Unfortunately, 
COVID and the Ukraine war have taught us that these scenario's are realistic, so we had to 

increase membership fees last year to cover ongoing costs as sponsorships are more difficult to 

obtain, and because we have the ambition to have workshops, research, support and travel 
grants available to promote collaboration between our members so we can push forward our area 

of research. Please take a look at the grants and stipends page of our website to see if there 

might be opportunities that fit with your ambitions. We have a stable number of members of 
about 140, but we can always use more, so please encourage people to become a member and to 

visit our congresses. 
 

Introducing the ESVCN Seed Fund Grant  
by Britta Dobenecker 

Developing and writing funding applications is an important aspect of 

research. One important aim of the ESVCN is to support knowledge 

exchange and the development of scientist collaboration in the field of veterinary and 
comparative nutrition. However, this is an area, which is rarely financially supported. In order to 

achieve this goal ESVCN intends to help facilitate and encourage collaborative research funding 
applications through a competitive pre- grant submission process. This Research Support ‘Seed 

Fund’ can help pay, for example, towards the costs of collaborators coming together for meetings 

and/or to identify knowledge gaps and build on recent research from the teams involved.  

NEXT APPLICATION DEADLINES:  31st January 2022 & 31st May 2023 
For enquiries please contact the Executive Administrator 

 

Early Career Workshop No.3: 26th -29th June 2023 Laarne, near Ghent 
sponsored by Waltham Petcare 

The first two early career workshops have been a resounding success, giving our young members 

opportunities for developing their interpersonal and professional skills as young scientists.  The 
ESVCN Board feels that there was great buy in for these workshops from members in supporting 

the travel costs of our young scientists to attend these workshops.   
 

We are, therefore, happy to announce that once again ESVCN will support its early career 

members to attend the 3rd  workshop via a travel grant to help them advance their professional 
skills, support their development as scientists and give them a kick-start towards future proofing 

their career.  More announcements and details to follow.  

 

ESVCN Webpages and Knowledge Base 
by Andrea Ellis 

The Knowledge Hub is slowly being populated with more materials.  We now have a nearly 
complete Archive of previous Proceedings and hope to finalise this soon. We are also looking 

to add informative quality case studies to our Knowledge Base and we are adding links to full 
papers that have been first presented at ESVCN Congress’s.  
 

WHAT WE NEED FROM YOU:  

Are you aware of a good quality case study which may be a useful reference for practitioners? 

Have you published an abstract which you previously presented at ESVCN as part of a full paper?  
Please send these to the Executive Administrator  giving: The year of the ESVCN Abstract plus the reference 

of the full published paper.  YOU HAVE ONE? PLEASE TAKE OUT 5 MINUTES AND DO IT NOW! 

mailto:execad_esvcn@unequi.org?subject=ESVCN%20Grant%20Enquiry
mailto:execad_esvcn@unequi.org?subject=ESVCN%20Grant%20Enquiry
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ECVCN Updates – New Diplomates 2022 
 

ECVCN Updates 

In 2022, the following residents were awarded their Diplomate Status:  
 

 

 
 

Hans Opsomer  

 
and  

Marco Fantinati 
 

 

 
 

 
In addition, Diplomates who had not received their Certificates in person due to Covid in 2020 

and 2021 were given their Certificates at the Gala Dinner of this years Congress, and finally were 

able to shake hands and hug eachother, after a huge effort of studying and practical applied 
work.  

 
Sarah Dodd; Elena Pagani, Moran Tal Gavriel, Angela Gimmel, Isabelle Ruhnke, Anna 

Lineva, Eva-Maria Saliu and Linda Böswald 
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Member Portrait  
Prof. Ilias Kyriazakis 

Prof. Dr. M.Sc. Ilias Kyriazakis is a member of our 

Society and a Diplomate of the European College 
of Veterinary and Comparative Nutrition. He is 

also a Professor of Animal Nutrition at the Queens 
University of Belfast, with honorary membership 

and teaching activities in several Institutes and 

Universities worldwide (Aberdeen, Edinburgh, 
Guelph, among others). 

 

The worldwide acknowledged scientific career of 
Prof. Kyriazakis earned him the prestigious 

Nutrition Society Blaxter Award in 2021. 
Previously, Prof. Kyriazakis was also awarded 

with the Silver Medal for young scientists (1995) 

by the Nutrition Society for scientific merit and 
engagement in high quality research. He is author 

of countless scientific publications which stand as 
reference for the whole scientific community,  he 

contributed profusely to the field of whole body 

metabolism and animal nutrition.
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Prof. Kyriazakis will be chairing the Local 
Organizing Committee  with  Prof. Finbar 

Mulligan of the University College of Dublin 

and Dr. Edgar Garcìa Manzanilla of the 
Teagasc Agriculture and Food Development 

Authority.  Thank you for hosting the  
28thESVCN Congress 2024 in Dublin!! 
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From Z to A of our member Academic Institutes 

Portrait of the Laboratory of Research in 

Nutrition and Nutritional Diseases of Dogs and 
Cats, São Paulo State University (UNESP), São 

Paulo, Brazil 
by Aulus Carciofi 
 

 

Located in the city of 

Jaboticabal, São Paulo state, 

Brazil, the Faculty of Agrarian 
and Veterinarian Sciences of 

UNESP is situated in a farm 
with 830ha (8,300 km2). 

 

The Laboratory of Research in Nutrition and 
Nutritional Diseases of Dogs and Cats is linked 

to the Department of Veterinary Clinic and 
Surgery, where Aulus Cavalieri Carciofi is 

professor of the undergraduate disciplines of 

the Clinic of Metabolic, Endocrine and 
Nutritional diseases, and Nutrition and Feeding 

of Dogs and Cats. He is also linked to the 

Graduation Program in Veterinary Sciences 
where he teaches Clinical Nutrition, and 

Formulation and Thermomechanical Processing 
of feeds for dogs, cats, and aquaculture. As a 

service to the community, the department is 

also responsible for the Veterinary Teaching 
Hospital, where Prof. Carciofi created the 

Clinical Nutrition Service for Dogs and Cats in 
2010 and which he is still responsible for. 

 

The Laboratory was built in 2001 and started 
working in 2002. It was built with the support 

of the Brazilian pet food company Guabi, now 

BRF Pet Food. 
  

The Laboratory has been a financially and 
administratively independent autonomous 

research facility since the beginning. This 

means that the Laboratory needs to maintain 
research projects with private companies to 

cover its costs.  
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Currently with 40 mixed breed cats and 48 
Beagles, the Laboratory is pleased to have 

supported 29 Doctoral theses and 51 Master's 
dissertations. At the Clinical Nutrition Service 

21 veterinarians also completed a two years 

residence program. This has contributed to the 
formation of veterinarians and animal scientists 

specialized in companion animal nutrition, 
which was one of the main goals of the 

Laboratory. 

  
Prof. Carciofi also coordinates an extrusion 

laboratory at the Feed Factory of UNESP. This 

research structure brings the opportunity to 
develop and manufacture kibble diets for 

research purposes, evaluated in the Laboratory 
or through clients of the Clinical Nutrition 

Service.  

 
Among several interests and capabilities in 

research, the group has recently focused on 
topics like: the impact of extrusion on nutrient 

stability and bioavailability; stable isotopes to 

study energy, amino acid and water 
metabolism; fiber & prebiotics and urolithiasis. 
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